
 

‘Be yourself, but be it very well’ 

Curriculum Statement for RE 

Article: Every child has the right to think and believe what they choose and also to practise 

their religion, as long as they are not stopping other people from enjoying their rights. 

Governments must respect the rights and responsibilities of parents to guide their child as they 

grow up.  

                                                                                                                     (UNCRC Article: 14) 

Please see also our overall curriculum statement. 

Intent  

At St. Cuthbert’s Catholic Primary School, our faith is at the centre of school life. We want all 

children to be thoughtful and enthusiastic learners of Religious Education who are inspired and 

invigorated by their faith. 

‘At the heart of Catholic education lies the Christian vision of the human person. This 

vision is expressed and explored in Religious Education.’ 1 

Through RE, the children are taught about religious practices, spirituality, respect and wonder. 

They develop their own faith journey and personal relationship with God. 

The Aims of Religious Education as stated in the RE Curriculum Directory are: 

 To present engagingly a comprehensive content which is the basis of knowledge and 

understanding of the Catholic faith 

 To enable pupils continually to deepen their religious and theological understanding and 

be able to communicate this effectively 

 To present an authentic vision of the Church’s moral and social teaching so that pupils 

can make a critique of the underlying trends in contemporary culture and society 

 To raise pupils’ awareness of the faith and traditions of other religious communities in 

order to respect and understand them 

 To develop the critical faculties of pupils so that they can relate their Catholic faith to 

daily life 

 To stimulate pupils’ imagination and provoke a desire for personal meaning as revealed in 

the truth of the Catholic faith 

 To enable pupils to relate the knowledge gained through Religious Education to their 

understanding of other subjects in the curriculum 

 To bring clarity to the relationship between faith and life, and between faith and 

culture.5 

                                                           
1 Religious Education in Catholic Schools, Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, 2000, para 4 

 



To fulfil the above aims and to address the four areas of study outlined in the Religious 

Education Curriculum Directory, the ‘Come and See’ programme is used as recommended by the 

Diocese. The RECD is currently being updated by the Catholic Education Service.  

All pupils in our school, regardless of faith and background will have appropriate differentiated 

access to the Religious Education programme. The governing body have wider responsibilities 

under the Equalities Act 2010 and will ensure that our school strives to do the best for all 

children.  

Religious Education is taught through the process of Explore, Reveal, Respond. This follows the 

pattern of the human search for meaning, God’s initiative in Revelation and the response in 

faith. This pattern is outlined both in the Catechism of the Catholic Church and in the 

Curriculum Directory.  

As the Directory states:  

‘Teaching in Religious Education ….should help people be attentive to the meaning of their 

experiences, illumined by the light of the Gospel, so that they may respond to God more fully. 

Experience can also make the Christian message more intelligible.’  6 

 

Implementation

 

Religious Education is taught across EYFS, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. 10% of curriculum time 

is allocated to teaching which is approximately 2 hours and 10 minutes in EYFS and Key Stage 1 

and 2hours 30 minutes in Key Stage 2.  



Other faiths are also taught twice a year and children learn about Islam and Judaism in the 

autumn and spring terms. This is also taken from the ‘Come and See’ programme and builds upon 

knowledge taught in previous years. 

Threshold Concepts 

The threshold concepts for content in RE are: 

 Understanding the community of faith - Church 

 Understanding church celebration in ritual - Sacraments 

 Understanding the sacraments as a way of life – Christian Living  

The threshold concepts for learning in RE are: 

 HEAD: Understanding – remembering, applying, explaining and making links within RE 

 HEART: Discerning – judging wisely, respond to different opinions and justifying 

conclusions 

 HANDS: Responding – reflecting personally, considering implications of action in our own 

lives and in the world 

The driver words form threshold concept skills of: 

 Recognise 

 Retell  

 Describe 

 Make links 

Links to core subjects 

English: Religious Education is linked very closely to the English curriculum. Driver words in 

assessments are used such as describe, retell and make links between the children’s lives and 

beliefs and actions. Across the RE curriculum, oral work and discussion is used as well as time 

for listening and being reflective. Children often write in tasks in lessons and are asked to learn 

and use religious vocabulary. 

Maths: Although maths does not seem as if it has many links to RE, numbers are used through 

scripture and through significant times in the stories e.g. 40 days and 40 nights, 10 

Commandments, the Creation Story. These stories are used frequently in topics in RE. 

Science: Science is often seen as the opposite of religion and offers differing theories about 

creation, for example. In the science which is taught in school, such as plant and animal life, 

forces and materials, God is present in creation and new life. Knowing how to be healthy and look 

after plants is part of our stewardship given to us by God.  

 

Impact 

By the end of Year 6: 

Children will develop and deepen their own faith journey and relationship with God. 



Children will achieve in RE and make progress in every lesson and throughout the year. 

Children will develop a wide-ranging religious vocabulary and speak confidently about their 

learning in RE.  

Children will understand how to celebrate and understand difference and why this is important. 

Children  will develop a sense of awe and wonder about their faith and belief and build on their 

natural spirituality. 

Children will live their lives with Christ as their example. 

Children will become religiously literate using their knowledge, skills and understanding of 

scripture, practices, prayers and traditions.  

Christian values will permeate all aspects of school life. 

 

Monitoring  

 Learning walks 

 Lesson visits 

 Work scrutiny 

 Planning scrutiny 

 Reports to Governors 

 Learning Council 

Assessment  

The new age-related expectations in the interim documents from the Diocese aid assessment in 

every lesson and across the term. These age-related expectations, for primary children , are in 

age ranges 3-5, 6-8 and 9-11. Teachers mark the children’s work using these standards as 

success criteria. Every term, teachers track the children’s progress and throughout the year 

children move from emerging, developing, secure and working at greater depth within their year 

group.  
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